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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed July 24, 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 10-36 under 35 U.S.C. 102/103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of a newly found prior art reference. 

Claim Objections 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 
must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following the highest 
numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 33 and 34 have been renumbered as claims 34 and 35. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Miller et al 
(EP 661,960 B1). 

With respect to Claim 10: Miller teaches a low noise fastening tape 5 for a diaper comprising a 
tape substrate layer 6 defining a first surface having a surface area and a target area, and a 
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noise-reducing layer 7 that coats the target region, wherein the noise-reducing layer has a basis 
weight of 0.78 g/24 in 2 , or 50 gsm, which satisfies the relevant limitation in claim 10. 

With respect to Claim 12: The noise-reducing layer 7 has a basis weight of 0.78 g/24 in 2 , or 50 
gsm, which satisfies the relevant limitation in claim 12. 

With respect to Claims 13,14: Noise-reducing layer 7 consists essentially of a synthetic block 
copolymer, wherein one of the blocks is a polystyrene block. 

With respect to Claims 15,16,18: The substrate layer 6 comprises a thermoplastic 
polypropylene polymeric film that is non-elastomeric. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller et al 

C960). 

With respect to Claim 1 1 : Half of the length of the tape 5 is fixed to the backsheet, therefore the 
target area comprises 50%, and thus does not anticipate claim 11. However it would be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the positioning of the tape such that 75% of the 
surface area of the first surface of tape substrate 6 is occupied by said target region to allow 
more surface area for engaging and securing the diaper about the waist of a user. 
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Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller et al (EP 
661,960 B1) in view of Hwang et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,902,553). 

With respect to Claim 17: Miller does not teach a nonwoven layer further attached to the 
substrate layer. Hwang teaches that the noise-reducing layer can comprise two or more sheets 
of rattle-free film, wherein one of the layers will function as a nonwoven substrate. Since the 
noise-reducing layer 7 also functions as an adhesive and the nonwoven layer taught by Hwang 
also functions to reduce noise, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adhere 
the nonwoven rattle-free layer taught by Hwang to the substrate taught by Miller. 

Claims 21-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hwang et 
al ('553) in view of Miller et al (EP 661 ,960 B1 ). 

With respect to Claim 21: Hwang teaches an absorbent article comprising a bodyside liner, a 
garment-side outer cover, and absorbent assembly disposed between the bodyside liner. The 
outer cover is comprised of a liquid-impermeable substrate layer comprised of a thermoplastic 
polymeric material (bicomponent polyethylene/PET material) defining a first surface having a 
surface area and a target area defined by the portion of the substrate layer covered by a piece 
of rattle-free film (noise-reducing layer). 

Hwang does not teach that the noise-reducing layer coats the target region, nor does 
Hwang teach a basis weight for the noise-reducing layer. Miller teaches a low noise fastening 
tape 5 for a diaper comprising a tape substrate layer 6 defining a first surface having a surface 
area and a target area, and a noise-reducing layer 7 that coats the target region, wherein the 
noise-reducing layer has a basis weight of 0.78 g/24 in 2 , or 50 gsm, which satisfies the relevant 
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limitation in claim 21. Because the substrate material taught by Miller is substantially identical to 
the outer cover material taught by Hwang, and because Miller teaches that the noise-reducing 
substance 7 is also an adhesive, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
substitute the rattle-free film taught by Hwang for the noise-reducing adhesive taught by Miller. 

With respect to Claims 22,33: Half of the length of the tape 5 taught by Miller is fixed to the 
backsheet, therefore the target area comprises 50%, which satisfies the limitation "at least about 
50%" set forth in claim 22. 

With respect to Claim 23: Half of the length of the tape 5 taught by Miller is fixed to the 
backsheet, therefore the target area comprises 50%, and thus does not render claim 23 
unpatentable. However, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
positioning of the tape such that 75% of the surface area of the first surface of tape substrate 6 
is occupied by said target region to allow more surface area for engaging and securing the 
diaper about the waist of a user. 

With respect to Claim 24: The noise-reducing layer 7 taught by Miller has a basis weight of 0.78 
g/24 in 2 , or 50 gsm, which satisfies the relevant limitation in claim 24. 

With respect to Claims 25,26,34: Noise-reducing layer 7 taught by Miller consists essentially of 
a synthetic block copolymer, wherein one of the blocks is a polystyrene block. 
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With respect to Claims 27,28,35: Hwang teaches a substrate layer comprised of a 
thermoplastic polymeric material (bicomponent polyethylene/PET material) that is non- 
elastomeric. 

With respect to Claims 29,36: Hwang teaches that the noise-reducing layer can comprise two 
or more sheets of rattle-free film adhered together, wherein one of the layers will function as a 
nonwoven substrate. 

With respect to Claim 30: Hwang teaches that the substrate layer is comprised of polyethylene. 

With respect to Claim 32: Please see the rejection of claim 21 in addition to the following: 
Hwang teaches that the rattle-reducing film has a decibel level of less than 44 db at 1 KHz 
against a background noise level of 43 db. (Col. 9, Table 1) Hwang teaches that if the decibel 
level of the film is below the level in an office environment, i.e. below 43 dB value, the crinkling 
is undetectable. Therefore, the film taught by Hwang has its own noise level of 1 dB at 1 kHz 
when the background noise is removed, which is less than a noise level of 30 dB at 2 kHz and 
28 dB at 4 kHz. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Melanie J. Hand whose telephone number is 571-272-6464. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-5:30, alternate Fridays 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Melanie J Hand 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 
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